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On Sunday, April 15, the Orange 
Volunteer Fire Company (OVFC) 
gathered, past, present and life 

members to celebrate the history and 
work of the organization during its 
“Firehouse Flashback” reunion picnic. 
The event was attended by approximately 
100 OVFC members, family and friends, 
who had the opportunity to rekindle old 
friendships and create new ones while 
learning more about the evolution of 
the company through a display of pho-
tographs, correspondences and other 
artifacts dating all the way back to 1921. 
The fire company was formed in response 
to ongoing concerns about a 1908 fire 
that damaged much of Orange’s business 
sector. Pictured at top, OVFC Life Member 
Elliot “Junior” Fox (center) recounts the 
history of OVFC before leading the group 
in prayer for the meal, while, from left, 
Bud Kidwell, OVFC Chief Whit Jacobs and 
Jacobs’ son Landon look on. At left, at-
tendees study the historical display, which 
included not only documents but objects 
such as the fire helmets worn through 
various eras and an antique “Fireman’s 
Fair” pennant banner. Visit orangenews.
com for more photos of Sunday’s event.

Photos by AndrA LAndi-new

Firehouse flashback

To escape religious 
persecution during 

the Iraq War, Dr. 
Michael Shakroo fled 

from Iraq to Syria 
with his family in 

2007. After they were 
allowed to immigrate 

to the U.S. in 2010, 
he remade his life 

as a dentist and 
currently serves as 

clinical director and 
general dentist at the 

Piedmont Regional 
Dental Clinic in 

Orange. 
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Local dentist has reason to smile

BY HIlARY HOllADAY
staff writer 

Dr. Michael Shakroo is a burly 
man with a warm gaze and a life 
story that raises the possibility of 

divine intervention. The ins and outs of 
that story are not the sort of thing Shak-
roo discusses with the patients he sees at 
Piedmont Regional Dental Clinic, where 
he is clinical director as well as a general 
dentist. But given the chance to talk 
about his journey from Iraq to Orange 
County, his eyes light up and he speaks 
with eloquent fervor. 

Sitting down for an interview before his 
workday began, Shakroo, 39, described 
what it was like being threatened with 
religious persecution when he and his 
extended family lived in Baghdad during 
the Iraq War. 

The war made day-to-day survival 
uncertain. Christian churches were 
bombed; pastors were murdered. As 
the son of Catholic parents, Shakroo 
was designated a Catholic on his official 
identification card. He said he received a 
letter at his dental practice threatening to 

County 
defers cell 
tower call
Suggests other sites be 

considered
BY AMBER GAlAVIz 

staff writer

The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors has deferred a deci-
sion on a 199-foot cellphone tower 
proposed in Unionville to allow the 
applicant time to research other 
locations. Both neighbors and su-
pervisors expressed their concerns 
over the tower’s proposed proximity 
to Marquis Road, which they said 
would increase its visibility in what 
is meant to be an agricultural and 
residential area. 

A special-use permit (SUP) ap-
plication to construct a telecom-
munications tower was submitted 
by Shentel Mobile, LLC, on behalf 
of Unionville residents Jimmy and 
Eileen Hayes. Shentel Mobile, which 
recently acquired nTelos Wireless, is 
the wireless provider of Sprint ser-
vice in the area. The proposed tow-
er is expected to provide improved 
voice and data coverage to an area 
not currently served by existing 
Shentel facilities in Rhoadesville 
and Rapidan. 

In March, the planning com-
mission voted 4-1 to recommend 
approval of the SUP, which would 
allow the applicant to construct a 
199-foot monopole tower proposed 
on a 31-acre parcel the Hayes family 
owns that currently is zoned agricul-
tural. The Marquis Road property is 
primarily used as a single-family 
residence but provides the neces-
sary setbacks and tree buffering re-
quired by the zoning ordinance for 
a telecommunications tower. 

Two of the three speakers at the 
planning commission’s public 
hearing voiced concerns that the 
tree buffering wasn’t enough to 
minimize the tower’s impact on the 
neighborhood. The three speakers 
at last Tuesday’s public hearing felt 
the same way. 

From Iraq, to Syria, to America and Orange

see TOWER, page A6

see DENTIST, page A2
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DEATH NOTICES

U. S. Navy Commander,
Gardner Russell Brown,
a retired submarine
force Commander
(CDR) who was Chief
Executive Officer of
RusSon, Inc. Engineers
and Independent Power
Developers and Producers
died on April 6, 2018.

Cdr. Brown was a
resident of Arlington,
Virginia and a native of
Sterling.

His survivors include his wife of 38 years, Sondra
Jupin Gillice of Arlington, Va. and they have owned a
country home in Orange for 18 years as well. Gardner
is also survived by sons, Kevin S. Brown and Steven R.
Brown of his first marriage to June F. Regan; stepson,
Thomas A. Gillice, six grandchildren, and six great
grandchildren.

The family will receive friends at Murphy Funeral
Home, 4510 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, Va. on Friday, April
20, 2018, from 6 until 8 p.m. Funeral services will be
held at a later date at The Old Post Chapel, Ft Myer, Va.
with burial to follow in Arlington National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to The
Explorers Club, 46 East 70th St. NY., NY 10021.

Gardner Russell
Brown

Carlton B. Chewning, Jr., 72, of Orange, passed away
on Monday, April 16, 2018, in Culpeper.

Carlton worked and retired from the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Frances T.
Chewning; his brother and two sisters, John Chewning,
Phyllis Chewning, and Claire Powell.

Survivors include his brother and four sisters, Alvin
Chewning, Gloria Pickering, Anna Uridel, Barbara
Chewning, and Loretta Chewning.

A visitation will be held from 11 a.m. until 12 p.m.
Thursday, April 19, 2018, at Johnson Funeral Home,
Locust Grove, with the funeral service to begin at 12
p.m. at the funeral home chapel. The Reverend Terry
Green will officiate. Interment to follow at Antioch
Baptist Church Cemetery, Unionville. An online
guestbook is available at johnsoncares.com.

Carlton B. Chewning Jr.

Loving husband and father, Eugene “Gene” James
Flauraud, Sr. passed away on April 10, 2018.

Gene was a veteran of both World War II and
Korea, serving in the Naval Medical Corps. Gene was
born January 25, 1929. A native New Yorker, he raised
his family in New Jersey before retiring to a wooded
hillside in Orange County, Virginia.

Gene loved baseball and coached Little League for
several years. He loved to garden and listen to old jazz
records. He was also known for walking his cat Jazzbo
around their New Jersey neighborhood on a leash.

Gene is survived by his wife, Carole; son, James;
daughters, Michele and Christine; as well as
granddaughter, Elizabeth.

The family held a private viewing. A formal
memorial service will follow in May. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations can be made to the ASPCA.

Eugene “Gene” James Flauraud Sr.

Funeral Home
250 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960
www.preddyfuneralhomes.com

Ruth Jeanette Payne,
88, of Gordonsville, died
on Sunday, April 15, 2018,
at Martha Jefferson
Hospital. Born on May 7,
1929, in Disputanta, Va.,
she was the daughter of
the late Niel Tracy Benson
and Edna Norton Benson.
She was also preceded
in death by a son, Carl
Payne and a sister, Irene
Jackowski.

Mrs. Payne loved
her family and enjoyed spending time with her
grandchildren. She loved to listen to music and enjoyed
reading, especially The Daily Bread.

She is survived by a son, Glenn Payne and wife,
Sue of Gordonsville; her daughter, Carolyn Turpin
and husband, Ken of Gordonsville; one sister, Delores
Slachter and husband, Howard J. of Colonial Heights;
seven grandchildren, Tracy Payne, Savannah Lockwood
and husband, Chris, Ashley McCabe and husband,
Matthew, Kacy Perkins and husband, Timmy, Tommy
Payne, Taylor Payne, and Carly Payne; and nine great-
grandchildren, Alexis, Caraleena, Audrey, Ashton,
Caleb, Talon, Addison, Bryleigh, and Avery.

Services will be private.
Memorial contributions may be made to Young Life

Richmond West End, P.O. Box 70807, Richmond, VA
23255.

Ruth Jeanette
Payne

Funeral Home
301 South Main Street
Gordonsville, VA 22942

www.preddyfuneralhomes.com
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kill him and his family due to his presumed religion. 
In reality, Shakroo was not a religious man. But that 

didn’t matter to his would-be persecutors. Although he 
didn’t know their precise identity, he believes al-Qaeda 
terrorists were behind the very credible threat. 

 “I was scared to death,” he said. “A lot of people ask 
me, ‘How do you know the persecution is really vi-
able?’ I tell them, ‘If somebody comes to you and tells 
you, “I’m going to kill you if you don’t leave the country 
in 24 hours,” are you going to take the risk to stay in 
the country or are you going to leave?’”

“No joke about that”
Shakroo’s face is solemn as he recalls the horror of 

receiving the letter. “There is no joke about that. There 
is no way you don’t take this seriously.”

At the time, in January of 2007, he was a young 
man at the top of his profession. He had completed 
advanced training in dentistry and a residency in oral 
surgery and was earning a good living in his chosen 
field. But now he had to give it all up. 

Syria beckoned as a safe haven. He and his wife, 
Rund, and their young son, Yousif, and Shakroo’s 
parents were able to go there without visas. Packing 
clothes and all the other possessions they could 
squeeze into a rented Chevy Suburban, they drove for 
18 to 20 hours to reach the country where they would 
live for the next three years. 

Struggling to make do in a Syrian village was far 
better than dodging death threats in Baghdad. But as 
refugees, they were not legally allowed to work. The 
Shakroos were barely able to scrape by and had no 
idea what their future held. 

Hard times in Syria
The once-prominent dentist in Baghdad had been 

brought low. “I was here,” Shakroo said, raising his lev-
eled palm high in the air. Lowering his hand, he con-
tinued, “When I went to Syria, that crushed me down.”

Over time, he said, his wife became increas-
ingly desperate to get into the Refugee Resettlement 
Program that would allow the family to move to the 
U.S. Her brother had been killed in Iraq, and she was 
soon due to have a second child. 

With a flood of Iraqis seeking asylum, she and her 
husband knew their chances were slim. They passed 
their days in a state of torpor. 

Shakroo said, “Our life was, simply, ‘I’m holding the 
phone waiting for a call.’”

A message of hope
As bleak as the situation was, Shakroo began find-

ing comfort in the words of a cousin, also in Syria. She 
said things that soothed his spirit and brought him 
hope. After a couple of months, he pressed her to ex-
plain how she was able to make him feel better. To his 
surprise, she told him, “‘I’m simply reciting what God 
has in his book.’” He had not realized she was quoting 
Bible verses during their emotional conversations. 

Intrigued, Shakroo went to his cousin’s small church 
during a service and sat in the back. The minister’s 
sermon felt very personal: “I feel that he’s talking to 
me,” he recalled, his voice reflecting the astonishment 
of that day. When he and the minister met, Shakroo 
learned the church congregation had been “praying 
for me all that time” before he paid his first visit.

He had fled Iraq to escape religious persecution, 
even though he did not practice the religion as-

signed to him at birth. Now, with dawning conviction, 
Shakroo began to think of himself as a “believer”—the 
term he continues to use to describe his faith. 

His family’s time in Syria stretched on. In an agoniz-
ing development, they received word from the U.N. 
that no country accepting refugees would take them. 
As a result, when he got a call saying he and his family 
would be allowed to immigrate to the U.S., a stunned 
Shakroo asked whether a mistake had been made. He 
wanted to be sure rather than go through the devasta-
tion of rejection at a later point. 

A door opens
However, there was no mistake. “I was super happy,” 

he said, his face breaking into a grin. He had another 
question for the person on the phone delivering the 
astonishing news. Who had cleared the way for his 
family to leave Syria for a fresh start in the U.S.? But 
there was no clear answer; a door had mysteriously 
opened.

Shakroo dropped his question and told the person 
on the phone, “I know who did it.” Trusting in God’s 
will, he readied his family, including his second child, a 
son named Fadi, for a transformative move. 

They arrived at the Raleigh Durham Airport on 
Easter Sunday of 2010 with no idea what to expect. To 
Shakroo’s amazement, the blessings continued to flow. 
A local church had decided to help a refugee family as 
part of its outreach work. A family that belonged to the 
church took the Shakroos from the airport to a fur-
nished house and welcomed them to the church and 
community. 

Eager to get to work, Shakroo took a job at a fast-
food restaurant and then served as a role player 
for an Army subcontractor. He also worked at the 
front desk of a dental office. When he was accepted 
into the International Dentist Program at Virginia 
Commonwealth University in 2012, he and his family, 
including the Shakroos’ third child, David, moved to 
Richmond. 

After completing the highly selective program in 
2015, designed for dentists originally trained outside 
the U.S., he had finally regained the professional status 
he had when war smashed up his old life in Baghdad. 

But it was with a new humility that he re-launched 
his career as a dentist. He joined the staff at Piedmont 
Regional Dental Clinic in Orange last August. At first, 
he worked there one day a week; he is currently seeing 
patients three days a week. 

“A gifted dentist”
Mary Foley, the clinic’s executive director, calls him 

“a gifted dentist” whose expertise in oral surgery serves 
his patients well. She added, “The most amazing gift 
he brings us is his empathy with our patients. He truly 
understands our patients, empathizes with them and 
wants to make a difference in their lives.”

That came through in his final comments before 
he went off to treat his first patient of the day. Of his 
work at the clinic, which is open to all and specializes 
in dental care for people without insurance, he said, “I 
love it. You have a lot of people who are in need. And 
you make them happy.” 
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Dentist continued from page A1
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by noon Tuesday to publish in Thursday's paper.  
Call (434) 978-7202, ext. 0452 for information. 
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